
Breast cancer mortality rates on Chicago’s South Side, particularly in

underserved populations of African ancestry, are among the nation’s

highest. The Patient Advocate Foundation in collaboration with

several local breast cancer organizations, including Elevated

Survivorship, convened a community conversation to hear from

residents to identify the root causes of the pervasive inequities in

breast cancer mortality and service and resource gaps in 2019. These

priority areas reflect the intersectionality of societal factors and

physical health and well-being. We think of them as opportunities for

intervention: Cancer Care Continuum, Environmental Justice, Food

Justice, and Social-Emotional Well-Being.

The Chicago Better Together Breast Cancer Disparities Think Tank

was launched in April 2024 to facilitate sustainable community-driven

solutions to this complex and decades-long health inequity. The Think

Tank has a diverse membership comprising community members,

advocates, patients, caregivers, medical professionals, researchers,

and policy professionals. 

Our charge is to develop a community-driven strategic plan framed by

the priority intervention areas derived from that 2019 conversation

with community-based breast cancer advocates. Workgroups have

been formed for each priority area and are currently working to create

objectives and an action plan. Our strategy aims to champion multi-

level interventions that will transform the healthcare and social

landscape for everyone but with specific attention to the needs of

Black women living on the South Side and South Suburbs of Chicago.

BACKGROUND

CONVENING ORGANIZATIONS

Highlights

Think Tank launched on

April 25, 2024, on the South

Side of Chicago.

First official Think Tank

meeting held on Tuesday,

June 18, 2024. Four

workgroups were created

to develop community-

driven solutions.

Advocacy workshop series

will kick off on September

26th with a one-day

workshop on the

fundamentals of

environmental health and

justice through the lens of

breast cancer.

Chicago Better Together
Breast Cancer Disparities
Think Tank

https://www.elevatedsurvivorship.org

info@elevatedsurvivorship.org

Mission

To eliminate negative breast

cancer outcomes for Black

women in Chicago.

Advocate Health

Aetna Better Health

BCBS Illinois

Black Researchers Collective

Chicago Westside Branch NAACP

Elevated Survivorship

Genetech

Manifest Vision Partners

Office of Senator Mattie Hunter

Patient Advocate Foundation

People for Community Recovery

Robert H. Lurie Comprehensive

Cancer Center

Sisters Working It Out

Sisters Network Chicago Chapter

Tatisa Joiner Foundation

UIC Cancer Center

UIC School of Public Health
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